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Overview 

In an effort to further facilitate trade between Israel and the United States, the two parties have agreed to 

reduce the paperwork burden necessary to take advantage of the tariff reductions in the United States – 

Israel Free Trade Agreement. As of January 10, 2018, both sides removed the requirement for a 

Certificate of Origin for Exporting to Israel. The Certificate of Origin for Exporting to Israel is being 

replaced with an invoice declaration (see attached specimen below). A transition period allowing 

exporters to change their document requirements extends until March 31, 2018. 

 

Under the updated provisions, the invoice declaration must state the following: 

 

“I, the undersigned, hereby declare that unless otherwise indicated, the goods covered by this 

document fully comply with the rules of origin and the other provisions of the Agreement on the 

Establishment of the Free Trade Area between the Government of Israel and the Government of 

the United States of America.” 

 

Background 

Prior to January 10, 2018, firms wishing to gain preferential access to the Israeli market were required to 

submit a Certificate of Origin for Exporting to Israel to Israeli customs authorities. Only the original 

form could be submitted, photocopies were not accepted. If the certificate was being submitted by an 

exporter that was not also the manufacturer, it had to be notarized and stamped by a U.S. – Israel 

Chamber of Commerce. Certificates were issued by U.S. – Israel Chambers of Commerce across the 

country. More details on the United States – Israel Free Trade Agreement can be found in the 2017 

Israel Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Narrative and Certificate reports.  

 

Amendment 

This agreement amended Paragraph 9, Annex 3 (Rules of Origin), of the United States – Israel Free 

Trade Agreement. The full amendment can be found in Paragraph 2 of the Decision of the Joint 

Committee of the Agreement on the Establishment of a Free Trade Area Between the Government of 

Israel and the Government of the United States of America on Annex 3 (Rules of Origin). A copy of that 

decision can be found below.  

 

Certificate of Origin and the Plant Protection Law  

Israel’s Plant Protection Regulation controls the import of all plant material, pests, and regulated 

products. Within the Israeli regulation there is a reference to the usage of the Certificate of Origin. 

Israel’s Plant Protection and Inspection Service (PPIS) has yet to announce how they will manage the 

regulatory discrepancy between the new invoice declaration and the required Certificate of Origin. 

Exporters of U.S. products are work closely with their Israeli partners during this transition period. The 

Foreign Agricultural Service in Tel Aviv is working closely with PPIS on this issue and will publish 

updates that could potentially impact U.S. exporters.  

 

http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/Food%20and%20Agricultural%20Import%20Regulations%20and%20Standards%20-%20Narrative_Tel%20Aviv_Israel_12-15-2017.pdf
http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/Food%20and%20Agricultural%20Import%20Regulations%20and%20Standards%20-%20Certification_Tel%20Aviv_Israel_12-12-2017.pdf
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/files/agreements/FTA/israel/Israel%20FTA.pdf
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/files/agreements/FTA/israel/Israel%20FTA.pdf
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/files/agreements/FTA/israel/US%20IS%20JC%20ED.pdf
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/files/agreements/FTA/israel/US%20IS%20JC%20ED.pdf
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/files/agreements/FTA/israel/US%20IS%20JC%20ED.pdf
http://www.moag.gov.il/ppis/Laws/Regulation/Documents/takanot_yevu_tzmahim_2009.pdf
http://www.moag.gov.il/ppis/Laws/Regulation/Documents/takanot_yevu_tzmahim_2009.pdf




 

 



 

 



 

 
  

  

  

  

 


